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Square	
  dancing	
  originated	
  in	
  France!	
  	
  When	
  settlers	
  from	
  France	
  and	
  
western	
  Europe	
  came	
  to	
  the	
  new	
  world,	
  they	
  brought	
  their	
  quadrilles	
  
(square	
  dance	
  formation),	
  their	
  fiddles	
  and	
  their	
  dances.	
  	
  The	
  cultural	
  
heritage	
  of	
  Francophone	
  America	
  is	
  brought	
  to	
  life	
  in	
  this	
  dynamic	
  
participatory	
  workshop.	
  	
  Accompanied	
  by	
  the	
  energetic	
  Quebecois	
  
fiddling	
  of	
  George	
  Wilson	
  and	
  the	
  pulsating	
  rhythmic	
  piano	
  and	
  guitar	
  
of	
  Peter	
  Davis,	
  Paul	
  Rosenberg	
  leads	
  high	
  school	
  French	
  students	
  
through	
  a	
  series	
  of	
  lively	
  dances	
  as	
  he	
  points	
  out	
  the	
  origin	
  of	
  such	
  
phrases	
  as	
  “do-­‐si-­‐do”	
  (which	
  was	
  originally	
  “dos	
  à	
  dos”	
  –	
  back-­‐to-­‐
back).	
  	
  Dances	
  are	
  in	
  square,	
  circle,	
  and	
  contra	
  formations.	
  	
  This	
  
multidisciplinary	
  workshop	
  encompasses	
  language,	
  history,	
  
geography,	
  physical	
  education	
  and,	
  of	
  course,	
  music!	
  	
  
	
  
In	
  Latin	
  America,	
  some	
  dances	
  were	
  brought	
  over	
  by	
  Spanish	
  
colonists,	
  and	
  others	
  are	
  ancient	
  dances	
  of	
  native	
  peoples	
  who	
  were	
  
influenced	
  by	
  Spanish	
  culture.	
  Many	
  of	
  these	
  dances	
  tend	
  to	
  be	
  very	
  
energetic	
  and	
  lots	
  of	
  fun!	
  
	
  
We also teach dances from Germany, Italy, Russia and more than 
thirty other countries around the world. 
	
  
	
  	
  


